Combined ultrasound-guided extracorporeal shockwave lithotripsy and MTBE instillation in the treatment of common bile duct stones.
We report on our initial experience in the treatment of 4 patients with common bile duct stones with extracorporeal shockwave lithotripsy, either alone or in combination with methyl-tert-butyl ether. In four patients, common bile duct stones were successfully fragmented employing a second-generation ultrasound-guided piezoelectric lithotripter (EDAP LT-01). In two of these patients direct application of methyl-tert-butyl ether to the gallstone was utilized to assist in dissolution. There was no mortality or morbidity attributable to either treatment modality. In this first report of this combination of treatments we conclude that ESWL probably has a complementary role to play in the management of patients with common bile duct stones.